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of	the	lake	and	about	9,000	in	1	square	meter	of	meadow	soil.	In	almost	all	oligochaetes,	the	head	is	a	simple	cone-shaped	structure	without	sensory	appendices.	Light	is	detected	by	photoreceptor	cells	in	the	skin,	usually	concentrated	towards	the	front	of	the	animal.	The	mouth,	located	under	the	head,	leads	to	a	relatively	simple	and	straight
digestive	tract	consisting	of	a	pharynx,	a	esophagus	and	a	bowel,	ending	in	an	anal	opening.	The	ground	oligochaetes	tunnel	on	the	ground,	swallowing	the	ground	as	they	advance.	The	digestive	tract	of	this	worm	is	especially	modified	for	this	rough	diet.	It	usually	has	a	storage	area	of	thin	walls,	or	harvesting,	and	a	muscle	mass	to	grind	the	soil	to
remove	the	organic	matter	which	is	the	real	worm	food.	Specialized	calciferous	glands	remove	excess	calcium,	magnesium,	strontium	and	phosphate	and	regulate	the	level	of	these	ions	in	the	blood.	Solid	waste	is	the	largest	and	towed	against	the	wall	of	the	burrow,	or	expelled	from	the	mouth	of	the	burrow;	The	ejected	material	is	called	fused	parts.
The	worms,	through	their	excavation	and	digestive	processes,	are	largely	responsible	for	soil	mixing	and	aeration.	Not	all	oligochaetes	have	soil	diets;	Some	of	the	small	aquatic	worms	are	active	predators	in	other	small	invertebrates.	Excretion	is	usually	performed	by	a	pair	of	pipes	in	each	segment.	The	circulatory	system	is	typical	of	the	ringids	and
has	many	contractile	vessels,	or	hearts.	Although	some	aquatic	forms	have	gills	for	breathing,	most	oligochaetes	do	not	have	such	specialized	structures	and	use	the	capillaries	of	the	body	walls	for	respiratory	exchange.	The	dissolved	oxygen	in	soil	water	diffuses	through	the	epidermisof	the	worm.	if	worms	are	forced	to	the	surface,	as	when	theirare
full	of	rainwater,	they	suffocate	as	a	result	of	desiccation.	All	oligochaetes	are	hermaphrodite	and	almost	all	fertilize	by	copula.	Male	and	female	reproductive	organs	are	located	in	separate	segments.	The	pair	of	sperm	exchange	caps,	which	are	stored	in	the	recipient's	worm	body	until	their	eggs	are	ripe.	The	worm	then	secretes	a	cocoon	in	which	it
lays	eggs	and	sperm;	Fertilization	and	development	of	eggs	occur	in	the	cocoon.	When	young	people	emerge,	they	are	miniatures	of	adults.	The	cocoon	is	secreted	by	a	glandular	region,	the	clitellum,	composed	of	several	thickened	segments.	The	clitellum	of	a	minhoca	is	a	conspicuous	saddle-shaped	region	near	its	front	end.	Sections	in	this	article:
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